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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
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4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1)0 hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
Response to amendment received on 9/27//2005 is acknowledges and entered. Currently, 
claims 6-25 have been examined. Claims 1 - 5 have been canceled. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment^ it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Dowell on November 23, 2005. 



The application has been amended as follows: 
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In the Specification 

Please amend the specification by inserting the following paragraph before line 1 of page 20 as 
follows: 

As shown in Figs. 5-11, when a purchaser has been authorized to access the purchasing data base 
of the invention, the purchaser is prompted not only to make various purchases by selection of a 
"BUY" option but is also prompted to indicate where purchased products are to be redeemed. As 
shown in Fig. 5, redemptions of purchases are selected from a plurality of different price zones 
across a given country or geographic area, such as different towns. At the time of purchase, the 
purchaser selects a price zone where the product is to be redeemed. The purchaser is also 
prompted to take other actions by selecting other options on the data base display. Such other 
options include; converting purchases between price zones by selecting the "CONVERT ZONE" 
option on the system display, transferring purchases to another entity by selecting the 
"TRANSFER" option, obtain transaction information relative to the purchasers account by 
selecting the "Transaction HISTORY" option, checking the account balances by selecting the 
"My Balance DETAILS" option, change purchaser profile information by selecting the 
"CHANGE Profile" option, and request information on location of redemption stations by 
selecting the "STATION Locator" option of the purchasing data base display of the invention. 
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In the Drawings 

Please replace Figure 1 1 with the updated and attached Figure 1 1 . 
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In the Claims 

Claims 6-18 and 21-25 have been rewritten as follows: 
1 - 5 canceled 

6. (currently amended) A method of electronically transacting the purchase of a commodity, 
which comprises: 

a) providing an electronic system for purchasing commodities over a communication 
network and which system includes a computer database containing commodity information 
concerning at least one product or service which may be purchased at a current time purchase 
price, and which purchase price is locked-in at time of purchase, for at least partial consumption 
or use at a future date; 

b) electronically pre-registering a purchaser including obtaining credit approval for 
deferred payment and providing the purchaser with a unique secure access code and authorizing 
the purchaser to purchase a quantity of commodity from the electronic system and; 

c) th e purchas e r electronically accessing the electronic system the by said purchaser and, 
upon verification of the said purchaser's unique secure access code, the said purchaser selecting 
and purchasing from the said computer database a quantity of a selected commodity at the 
current time purchase price reflected in the said computer database for redemption of at least a 
portion of the quantity of the commodity purchased at a future date at the locked-in purchase 
price to thereby ensure that the quantity of commodity purchased is not subject to future market 
price fluctuations and creating a quantity credit account in the said computer database for the 
commodity purchased; 
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d) storing data in the said computer database for the quantity credit account in an 
electronically accessible format; and 

e) subsequently, at a point of redemption, electronically accessing the said computer 
database by said purchaser and entering said unique secure access code and thereafter redeeming 
at least a portion of the quantity of the commodity previously purchased and adjusting the 
quantity credit account to reflect the portion of the quantity of commodity purchased that has 
been redeemed, wherein said purchaser is able to purchase a selected quantity of at least one 
commodity by selecting and purchasing a quantity of a commodity in one of a plurality of 
different geographical price zones as identified within said computer database: and wherein said 
purchaser is able to purchase a selected quantity of at least one commodity includes said 
purchaser being able to convert quantities of commodity purchased between said plurality of 
different geographical price zones . 

7. (previously presented) The method of claim 6 wherein at least a portion of the quantity of the 
commodity purchased is electronically transferred in the computer database by the purchaser in 
order to be redeemed by another entity. 

8. (previously presented) The method of claim 6 wherein the redeeming is performed at a 
plurality of locations. 

9. (previously presented) The method of claim 6 wherein the computer database includes a 
plurality of commodities and the purchaser purchasing discrete quantities of commodities for 
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future redemption and adjusting the quantity credit account to reflect said purchases and 
redemptions. 

10. (previously presented) The method of claim 6 wherein the purchasing and redeeming steps 
are performed over a computer network. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 6 wherein at least one commodity is a brand 
name commodity and the purchasing and redeeming steps are effected with the same brand name 
of the commodity. 

12. (currently amended) A method of electronically transacting the purchase of a commodity, 
which comprises the steps of: 

a) accessing a computer database of commodity information which may be purchased by 
a purchaser at a current time locked-in purchase price and pre-registering the said purchaser to 
authorize the said purchaser to purchase quantities of commodities for redemption of at least a 
portion of the quantities purchased at a future date, providing the said purchaser with a unique 
secure access code and thereafter the said purchaser selecting and purchasing a quantity of a 
selected commodity at a reai current time purchase price reflected on th e in said computer 
database to thereby ensure that the quantity of commodity purchased is not subject to future 
market price fluctuations and creating a quantity credit account for the commodity purchased; 
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b) separating said quantity credit account into discrete purchase blocks in the computer 
database, each block representing a different purchase made at locked-in then current time 
purchase prices; 

c) storing data for the quantity credit account in the said computer database in an 
electronically accessible format; 

d) subsequently accessing by said purchaser said stored quantity credit account data in 
the said computer database in order to receive authorization to redeem and subsequently 
redeeming in physical form at least a portion of the commodity previously purchased and 
reflected in the quantity credit account for said commodity; and e) thereafter, adjusting the 
quantity credit account to reflect the quantity of the commodity redeemed, , wherein said 
purchaser is able to purchase a selected quantity of at least one commodity by selecting and 
purchasing a quantity of a commodity in one of a plurality of different geographical price zones 
as identified within said computer database: and wherein said purchaser is able to purchase a 
selected quantity of at least one commodity includes said purchaser being able to convert 
quantities of commodity purchased between said plurality of different geographical price zones . 
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13. (currently amended) An electronic purchasing system for transacting the purchase of a 
commodity, which comprises: 

a) a computer database including means for providing commodity information including 
a current time purchase price of at least one commodity that may be purchased at the current 
time purchase price for at least partial redemption at a future date regardless of price fluctuations 
in the commodity market price since a time of the purchase; 

b) means for pre-registering a purchaser and providing the said purchaser with a unique 
secure access code so that the said purchaser is authorized to make purchases from the said 
computer database of a quantity of said at least one commodity provided in the said computer 
database; 

c) means for the said purchaser to purchase a selected quantity of at least one commodity 
provided in the said computer database and means for establishing and maintaining a quantity 
credit account with respect to quantities of a commodity purchased at the current time purchase 
price by the said purchaser and for authorizing redemption of at least a portion of the quantities 
of commodities purchased at a future day; and 

d) a commodity redemption module interfacing with said computer database for 
authorizing redemption bv said purchaser , in physical form of at least a portion of the quantities 
of commodities within said quantity credit account; wherein said means for the said purchaser to 
purchase a selected quantitv of at least one commodity includes means for selecting and 
purchasing a quantitv of a commodity in one of a pluralitv of different geographical price zones 
as identified within said computer database: and wherein said means for the said purchaser to 
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purchase a selected quantity of at least one commodity includes means for converting quantities 
of commodity purchased between said plurality of different geographical price zones . 

14. (previously presented) The system of claim 13 including means within said computer 
database to permit at least a portion of a quantity purchased by the purchaser to be redeemed by a 
different entity. 

15. (previously presented) The system of claim 13 wherein the means for the purchaser to 
purchase includes a computer server which is connected to said computer database. 

16. (currently amended) The system of claim 13 wherein the computer database includes a 
plurality of commodity descriptions and feal current time current pricing information with 
respect thereto, 

17. (previously presented) The system of claim 13, wherein said means for the purchaser to 
purchase includes an Internet browser. 

18. (previously presented) The system of claim 15, wherein said computer server is 
electronically connected to a point-of-sale. 



19. canceled 
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21. (previously presented) The system of claim 13 wherein the commodity redemption module is 
operable in conjunction with an encoded access device. 

22. (previously presented) The system of claim 21 wherein said encoded access device is a 
magnetic memory device. 

23. (currently amended) The system of claim 13 further comprising: 

e) a means for separating said quantity credit account into discrete purchase blocks, each 
block representing a different purchase made at a different locked-in current time purchase 
price, and 

f) a means for combining data in said purchase blocks to provide a weighted average 
purchase value of same commodities in said quantity credit account in a format that can be 
compared with current market prices for the same commodities. 

24. (previously presented) The system of claim 13 further including means for the purchaser to 
view and print transaction histories and account balances contained in said quantity credit 
account. 
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25. (previously presented) The system of claim 13 including means in said computer database to 
modify purchaser contact information and information concerning a profile of the purchaser and 
to modify the unique secure access code of the purchaser. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The invention claimed in the independent claims are distinguished from prior art of record, 
which contains no teachings or suggestions that would have motivated one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the method and system disclosed by Nicholson with the method and system of 
Chen and Zicker to have enabled a method and system for the subject matter recited in 
independent claims 6, 12 and 13. To begin with, Nicholson discloses a method and system for 
cross-selling products and increasing fuel sales as well the capability for purchasing future 
quantities of fuel at today's prices Moreover, Nicholson discloses a method and system that 
provides a coded token for the redemption of fuel purchased for future use at today's price. 
Chen on the other hand discloses a method and system for bidding/purchasing by buyers on 
meals at current prices for redemption at a later date. In addition, Chen discloses a method and 
system that includes a registration module. In turn, Zicker discloses a method and system for 
multi mode, personal wireless communication system with pico cells that includes the capability 
to purchase a service package that provides for local use pricing zones. However, Nicholson does 
not disclose a pre-registration prior to purchase a quantity of a commodity to obtain a secure 
access code for establishing quantity credit account to be used for future redemption, with 
corresponding credit check as well as the capability to purchase quantities of a commodity in 
different geographic price zones nor converting quantities between zones. Chen does not disclose 



Application/Control Number: 09/805,950 Page 13 

Art Unit: 3625 

a method and system for secure access code for accessing a quantity credit account as well as the 
capability to purchase quantities of a commodity in different geographic price zones nor 
converting quantities between zones. In turn, Zicker in non analogous art does not disclose a 
method and system for pre-registration prior to purchase a quantity of a commodity to obtain a 
secure access code for establishing quantity credit account to be used for future redemption, with 
corresponding credit check as well as the capability to purchase quantities of a commodity in 
different geographic price zones nor converting quantities between zones. In that regard, the 
combined teachings of Nicholson, Chen and Zicker do not teach or suggest to one of ordinary 
skill that the differences between the subject matter recited in independent claims 6, 12 and 13 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as whole would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art. Therefore, the invention 
claimed in independent claims 6, 12 and 13 are distinguished from prior art of record by the fact 
that an electronic purchasing system for transacting the purchase of a commodity, which 
comprises: pre-registering a purchaser and e) thereafter adjusting the quantitv credit account to 
reflect the quantity of the commodity redeemed. . wherein said purchaser is able to purchase a 
selected quantity of at least one commodity by selecting and purchasing a quantity of a 
commodity in one of a plurality of different geographical price zones as identified within said 
computer database: and wherein said purchaser is able to purchase a selected quantitv of at least 
one commodity includes said purchaser being able to converting quantities of commodity 
purchased between said plurality of different geographical price zones. 
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Discussion of the most relevant prior art, which does not fully disclose nor render 
obvious the invention as stated in claims 6, 12 and 13: 

A, US Patents and PG-Pubs, 

(i) US 6,778,967 Bl to Nicholson discloses a method and system for cross-selling products and 
increasing fuel sales as well the capability for purchasing future quantities of fuel at today's 
prices Moreover, Nicholson discloses a method and system that provides a coded token for the 
redemption of fuel purchased for future use at today's price. However, Nicholson does not 
disclose or teach or suggest to one of ordinary skill a method and system for an electronic 
purchasing system for transacting the purchase of a commodity, which comprises: pre-registering 
a purchaser and e) thereafter, adjusting the quantity credit account to reflect the quantity of the 
commodity redeemed, , wherein said purchaser is able to purchase a selected quantity of at least 
one commodity by selecting and purchasing a quantity of a commodity in one of a plurality of 
different geographical price zones as identified within said computer database; and wherein said 
purchaser is able to purchase a selected quantity of at least one commodity includes converting 
quantities of commodity purchased between said plurality of different geographical price zones. 
Thereby, this online method, medium and system disclosed by Ellis fails to anticipate the above 
bolded unique Hmitations or render them obvious. 

(ii) US 6,741,969 Bl to Chen discloses a method and system for bidding/purchasing by buyers 
on meals at current prices for redemption at a later date. In addition, Chen discloses a method 
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and system that includes a registration module. However, Chen does not disclose or teach or 
suggest to one of ordinary skill a method and system for a method and system for an electronic 
purchasing system for transacting the purchase of a commodity, which comprises: pre-registering 
a purchaser and e) thereafter, adjusting the quantity credit account to reflect the quantity of the 
commodity redeemed, , wherein said purchaser is able to purchase a selected quantity of at least 
one commodity by selecting and purchasing a quantity of a commodity in one of a plurality of 
different geographical price zones as identified within said computer database; and wherein said 
purchaser is able to purchase a selected quantity of at least one commodity includes converting 
quantities of commodity purchased between said plurality of different geographical price zones.. 
Thereby, this online method, medium and system disclosed by Chen fails to anticipate the above 
bolded unique limitations or render them obvious. 



B. Non Patent Literature 

(iii) " Priceline.com adds gasoline to its lineup"; Priscilla Fusco; Austin American Statesman; 
Austin, Tx; Feb 26, 2000 (hereafter referred to as "Priceline") discloses and teaches an ability to 
pre-purchase up to 50 gallons of gasoline per month in which potential sellers will accept the 
named price of the buyer. However, Priceline does not disclose or teach or suggest to one of 
ordinary skill a method and system for an electronic purchasing system for transacting the 
purchase of a commodity, which comprises: a method and system for an electronic purchasing 
system for transacting the purchase of a commodity, which comprises: pre-registering a 
purchaser and e) thereafter, adjusting the quantity credit account to reflect the quantity of the 
commodity redeemed, , wherein said purchaser is able to purchase a selected quantity of at least 
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one commodity by selecting and purchasing a quantity of a commodity in one of a plurality of 
different geographical price zones as identified within said computer database; and wherein said 
purchaser is able to purchase a selected quantity of at least one commodity includes converting 
quantities of commodity purchased between said plurality of different geographical price zones. 
Thereby, this onUne method and system disclosed by Priceline fails to anticipate the above 
bolded unique limitations or render them obvious. 

C. Foreign Patent Literature 

(iv) JP 4101 1 198 5 A to Uchiyama discloses a method and system for an electronic cash register 
with a file for sale-by-time zones, which will total sales on quantities of items by time zone. 
. However, Uchiyama does not disclose or teach or suggest to one of ordinary skill a method and 
system for an electronic purchasing system for transacting the purchase of a commodity, which 
comprises: a method and system for an electronic purchasing system for transacting the purchase 
of a commodity, which comprises: pre-registering a purchaser and e) thereafter, adjusting the 
quantity credit account to reflect the quantity of the commodity redeemed, , wherein said 
purchaser is able to purchase a selected quantity of at least one commodity by selecting and 
purchasing a quantity of a commodity in one of a plurality of different geographical price zones 
as identified within said computer database; and wherein said purchaser is able to purchase a 
selected quantity of at least one commodity includes converting quantities of commodity 
purchased between said plurality of different geographical price zones. Thereby, this online 
method, medium and system disclosed by Uchiyama fails to anticipate the above bolded unique 
limitations or render them obvious. 
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Conclusion 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance " 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rob Rhode whose telephone number is 571 .272.6761 . The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on 571.272.7159. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner for Patents 



P.O. Box 1450 



Alexandria, Va. 22313-1450 



or faxed to: 



571-273-8300 [Official communications; including 



After Final communications labeled 



RER 



BoxAF"] 



SUPhRViSORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 
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Rob Rhode 
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All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 



n) Rob Rhode . 



(2) MrDowelL 



(4). 



Date of Interview: 16 November 2005 . 

Type: a)^ Telephonic b)n Video Conference 

c)D Personal [copy given to: !)□ applicant £)□ applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)n Yes e)D No. 
If Yes, brief description: . 

Claim(s) discussed: Claims 6. 12 and 13 , 

Identification of prior art discussed: . 

Agreement with respect to the claims f)[3 was reached. g)n was not reached. h)n N/A. 



Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: Faxed Mr Powell a copy of proposed amended claims , 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendmerits that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 71 3.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS 
GIVEN A NON-EXTENDABLE PERIOD OF THE LONGER OF ONE MONTH OR THIRTY DAYS FROM THIS 
INTERVIEW DATE. OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO 
FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See Summary of Record of Interview 
requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. 



Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an 

I Attachment to a signed Office action. Examiner's signature, if required 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-41 3 (Rev. 04-03) Interview Summary Paper No. 20051 1 22 



Summary of Record of Interview Requirements 



Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (IVIPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of interview IVIust be Made of Record 

A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the 
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. 

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 interviews 
Paragraph (b) 

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as 
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to ORice action as specified in §§ 1.1 11 , 1.135. (35 U.S.C, 132) 

37 CFR §1 .2 Business to be transacted in writing. 
All business with the Patent or Trademartt Office should be transacted In writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and 
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademaric Office will be based exclusively on the written record In the Office. No attention will be paid to 
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding In relation to which there Is disagreement or doubt. 



The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record Is itself 
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews. 

It ts the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless 
the examiner indicates he or she wilt do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material Inaccuracies 
which bear directly on the question of patentability. 

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the 
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction 
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for In Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing 
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the 
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required. 

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the 
"Contents" section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the 
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy Is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address 
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner Is not likely before an allowance or If other 
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication. 

The Form provides for recordation of the following information: 

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 

- Name of applicant 

- Name of examiner 

- Date of Interview 

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 

- Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.) 

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 

- An identification of the specific prior art discussed 

- An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by 
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does 
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary. 

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action) 

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It 
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview 
unless it includes, or Is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the 
substance of the interview. 

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should Include at least the following applicable items: 

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted, 

2) an identification of the claims discussed, 

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner, 

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate, A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments Is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully 
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner) 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by 
the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record Is not complete and 
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record. 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the 
statement attributed to him or her If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, "Interview Record OK" on the 
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials. 
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S Priceline.com Inc., the "name-your-price" Web site, said Friday it will include gasoline in its expanding line of 
product offerings, promising drivers substantial savings compared with pump prices. ^ Priceline.cQm . which already 
sells airline tickets, hotel rooms and groceries online, said beginning this summer buyers will be able to name their 
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Copyright Austin American Statesman Feb 26, 2000 

NEW YORK - ^Priceline.com Inc., the "name-your-price" Web site, said Friday it will include gasoline in its 
expanding line of product offerings, promising drivers substantial savings compared with pump prices. 
^:?y Priceline.com . which already sells airiine tickets, hotel rooms and groceries online, said beginning this summer 
buyers will be able to name their own price for up to 50 gallons of gasoline per month . 

Priceline, based in Stamford, Conn., said it expects users of the service to save 10 cents to 20 cents a gallon 
compared with pump prices, as participating gas stations are expected to pay to get incremental business coming 
to their stations. Shoppers will be given at least three local stations from which to choose. 

Prices will also be defrayed by online advertising and by support from major oil companies, who are expected to 
offer gas savings as a means of attracting new customers to their brands. 

With gasoline prices at 9-year highs in many areas, Priceline said the time is right for the new service. Retail gas 
prices average $1 .41 per gallon last week, up from about $1 a gallon a year eariier. 

"Ifs great timing, based on the attention that the gas prices are receiving," said Priceline spokesman Robert 
Padgett. "We anticipate this offering will put 5 million new customers onto ?{5Pncelinexorn within the next two- 
years. It's very broad segment." 
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Priceline has been rapidly expending its products from its core market for airline tickets. Earlier this week, Priceline 
board member Nancy Peretsman also said the company plans to add credit cards and telephone and utility 
sen/ices to its offerings. 

Analysts said the addition of gasoline to its product line should add to the number of Priceline users who turn to the 
company's Web site for more than one product. 

1 think it's just a continuation of the other services, an addendum to groceries," said Skip Wells, an analyst at 
i SAdams Harkness & Hill . "It makes it more likely you'll buy groceries at Priceline. (that) you'll buy airplane tickets 
at Priceline." 
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